Potsdam, 28. August 2017

Press Invitation
INSECTA® 2017 - International Symposium on Insects as Feed, Food and Non-Food
Aug 28, 2017: The organizers are expecting around 200 participants from science,
business and politics to attend INSECTA® 2017 in Berlin on September 7 and 8, 2017.
The international conference focuses on technical, economic, ecological, legal and
ethical questions concerning the use of insects as feed and food as well as in the
non-food sector.
Although edible insects are still considered exotic in Central Europe, on a global scale they
are discussed as a valuable and sustainable alternative source of protein. What are the potentials for the use of insects as food, feed and in the non-food sector? Can they contribute
to the recycling of organic waste? How can insect production look like?
The aim of the INSECTA® 2017 conference is to exchange knowledge and experiences
between actors from science, business and politics in terms of technical, economic, ecological, political and legal issues. The topics presented and discussed range from the potential
of insects for various applications, processing and safety issues, to new concepts for insectbased products. Ethical aspects of the use of insects are also addressed.
In their keynotes, internationally renowned experts will highlight the diversity and the current
state of research. Ethical aspects of insect use in industrial food and non-food production
are addressed by Prof. Dr. Thomas Potthast, Professor of Ethics, Theory and History of Biosciences at the University of Tübingen, and Speaker of the International Center for Ethics
in Science at the University of Tübingen (IZEW). Prof. Dr. Harry Aiking, Vrije Universiteit,
Amsterdam, addresses the sustainability of the use of insects as an alternative source of
protein. On the second day of the conference, Prof. Dr. Andreas Vilcinskas, Head of the
LOEWE Center for Insect Biotechnology and Bioresources at the Justus Liebig University
Giessen focusses on the production and safety of insects.
Time:

7th and 8th of Sept. 2017, Begin 9:30 a.m.

Venue:

TU Berlin, Main building, Straße des 17. Juni 135, 10623 Berlin

Program and further information: www.insecta-conference.com
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Journalists are kindly asked to register via email: presse@atb-potsdam.de
INSECTA® was launched by the Pilot Pflanzenöltechnologie Magdeburg (PPM) in 2015 as
a national symposium on the use of insects as food and feed. Since then, the event was
established as an international conference with a special focus on the use insects in the
non-food sector. Organizers of the INSECTA® 2017 are the Leibniz Institute for Agricultural
Engineering and Bioeconomy (ATB), Potsdam, in cooperation with Pilot Pflanzenöltechnologie Magdeburg e.V. (PPM).
Contact:
Susen Rumposch – Public relations
Tel.: 0331 5699-820, Email: presse@atb-potsdam.de
The Leibniz Institute for Agricultural Engineering and Bioeconomy (ATB) as a nationally and internationally acting institute is researching at the interface of biological and technical systems. Our research is aimed at sustainable intensification. We analyze, model and
evaluate bio-economic production systems. We develop and integrate new technologies
and management strategies for a knowledge-based, site-specific production of biomass,
and its use for food, as biobased materials and fuels - from basic research to application.
Thus we are contributing to food security, animal welfare, the holistic use of biomass, and to
protect the climate and environment. www.atb-potsdam.de
Pilot Pflanzenöltechnologie Magdeburg e.V. (PPM) is a private, non-profit research and
development institute and founding member of the ZUSE Association. As one of the leading
German institutes in the field of renewable resources, PPM has been involved in the extraction, purification and modification of plant lipids, proteins, fibers and secondary ingredients
for more than 20 years. Meanwhile research also focuses on the exploitation of insects and
micro-algae. As a classical industrial research facility, PPM not only offers product and process development to partners from industry and business but also supports the transfer into
practice. www.ppm-magdeburg.de
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